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1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .114, including the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous 
Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on 11/9/2010 has been entered. 



2. With respect to claim 1 as currently amended, the following is noted : 

A) In lines 15-20 on page 1 of the instant specification, applicant describes "prior 
art" recording systems which operated to record accumulated "index information" 
onto a recording medium after the recording of image data. The invention 
described in the instant specification differs from the prior art in at least 
generated pointing information was recorded on the recording medium as it was 
generated [e.g., note lines 3-24 on page 2 of the instant specification]; 

B) The examiner agrees with applicant's arguments filed 1 1/9/2010 that Claim 1, 
as amended via the amendment filed 11/9/2010, distinguishes the claimed 
invention over the "prior art" described above; i.e., as recited, the "position" 
information is being stored one the medium concurrently with the recording of the 
video (i.e., "every time that a reference position is assigned"). 



3. NOTE: US Patent #6,801,712 to Yokouchi: 

As described with respect to Figures 1 and 2 [Note: lines 16-67 of column 3; and lines 1- 
61 of column 4], Yokouchi disclosed a recording system that includes: 

1 ) An "outputtei" (e.g. @ 1 01 ) for outputting video content which expresses a 
continuous change with time and, as shown in Figure 1 , has a reference time 
position (i.e., l-picture frame positions) assigned at intermittent timing; 

2) A "first recorded (e.g., @ 105 and 106) for recording the video content 
outputted from the "outputter" onto a "recording medium" (@ "D"); 

3) A "first creatof' (e.g., @ 102, 103, and 104) for creating, in parallel with the 
outputting of the content, position information (i.e., the "EP DATA") pointing to 
said reference time positions in the content (i.e., said l-picture frame positions); 
and 
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4) A "second recorder" for recording the created position information on the 
recording medium. 

Here it is noted that this "prior art" system operated in the manner of the 
"prior art" described in the instant specification in that the position 
information was accumulated by the second recorder and then stored on 
the medium after the recording of the content [e.g., SEE lines 50-55 of 
column 4]. 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date 
of application for patent in the United States. 



5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #5,737,479 to Fujinami . 

As described with respect to Figures 13 [Note: lines 40-67 of column 7; and lines 1-7 of 

column 8], Fujinami disclosed a recording system that includes: 

1 ) An "outputter" (e.g. @ 21 ) for outputting video content which expresses a 
continuous change with time and which has a reference time position (i.e., I- 
picture frame positions) assigned at intermittent timing as detected by a detecting 
circuit (@ 23); 

2) A "first recordef' (e.g., @ 23, 24, 28, and 29) for recording the video content 
outputted from the "outputter" onto a "recording medium" (e.g., @ 29); 

3) A "first creator" (e.g., @ 32) for creating, in parallel with the outputting of the 
content, position information (i.e., @ "E3") pointing to said reference time 
positions in the content (i.e., said l-picture frame positions); and 

4) A "second recorder" (e.g., @ 27, 28, and 29)for recording the created 
position information on the recording medium wherein the position information is 
concurrently recorded on the recording medium, i.e., every time the reference 
position is assigned each time [Note: lines 50-61 of column 7; and lines 1-7 of 
column 8]. 
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6. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #5,737,479 to Fuiinami for the same reasons that were set forth above for 
claim 1. Additionally: 

The system disclosed by Fuiinami includes a buffer "memory" (e.g., @ 24) for 
temporarily storing the content outputted by the outputter. 



7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #5,737,479 to Fuiinami for the same reasons that were set forth above for 
claim 1. Additionally: 

e.g., Note: element 21 ; and lines 56-62 of column 6. 



8. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #5,737,479 to Fuiinami for the same reasons that were set forth above for 
claim 3. Additionally: 

In Fuiinami , like the instant invention, the content is MPEG encoded and thus 
inherently includes the "reference frame positions/timings" (l-frames) and "non- 
reference frame positions/timings" (P and B frames). 



9. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #5,737,479 to Fuiinami for the same reasons that were set forth above for 
claim 1. Additionally: 



e.g., Note lines 50-67 of column 4 in Fuiinami . 
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10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



1 1 . Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent #5,737,479 to Fujinami . 

1 ) Fujinami discloses a recording system as was set forth above with respect to 
claim 1. 

2) Claim 9 differs from the showing of Fujinami in that it recites that the recording 
system in comprised with a camera. 

3) The examiner takes Official Notice that cameras were notoriously well known 
devices which comprised recording systems of the type described in Fujinami. 
The examiner maintains that it would have been obvious to have incorporated 
the recording system described by Fujinami . into a conventional camera to obtain 
the benefits thereof; i.e., the ability to add rating codes to the recorded content. 



1 2. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent #5,737,479 to Fujinami . 

1 ) Fujinami discloses a recording system as was set forth above with respect to 
claim 2. 

2) Claim 1 0 differs from the showing of Fujinami in that it recites that the 
recording system in comprised with a camera. 

3) The examiner takes Official Notice that cameras were notoriously well known 
devices which comprised recording systems of the type described in Fujinami. 
The examiner maintains that it would have been obvious to have incorporated 
the recording system described by Fujinami . into a conventional camera to obtain 
the benefits thereof; i.e., the ability to add rating codes to the recorded content. 



Application/Control Number: 10/578,335 
Art Unit: 2481 



Page 6 



13. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent #5,737,479 to Fuiinami . 

1 ) Fujinami discloses a recording system as was set forth above with respect to 
claim 3. 

2) Claim 1 1 differs from the showing of Fujinami in that it recites that the 
recording system in comprised with a camera. 

3) The examiner takes Official Notice that cameras were notoriously well known 
devices which comprised recording systems of the type described in Fujinami. 
The examiner maintains that it would have been obvious to have incorporated 
the recording system described by Fuiinami . into a conventional camera to obtain 
the benefits thereof; i.e., the ability to add rating codes to the recorded content. 



14. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent #5,737,479 to Fuiinami . 

1 ) Fuiinami discloses a recording system as was set forth above with respect to 
claim 4. 

2) Claim 1 2 differs from the showing of Fujinami in that it recites that the 
recording system in comprised with a camera. 

3) The examiner takes Official Notice that cameras were notoriously well known 
devices which comprised recording systems of the type described in Fujinami. 
The examiner maintains that it would have been obvious to have incorporated 
the recording system described by Fuiinami . into a conventional camera to obtain 
the benefits thereof; i.e., the ability to add rating codes to the recorded content. 
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15. Claims 5-8, and 13-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID E. HARVEY whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7345. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:00AM to 3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Peter-Anthony Pappas, can be reached on (571) 272-7646. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/DAVID E HARVEY/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2481 



DAVID E HARVEY 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2481 



